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“Te seventh year of the Library is about 
minating ; and the custom of taking a retro- 
tive review of the past, and a prospective 
| goce at the future, is one honoured in the ob- 
“eetyance. There isa peculiar pleasure, tinged 
with melancholy, indeed, in casting one’s 
9 ‘thoughts backward over these seven years. 
We have formed a chain of communication 
with thousands of families, distinguished for 
> jatelligence and respectability, from many of 
whom we have received, on the merest acci- 
| dental meeting at a distance from home, a series 
of the most flattering attentions, bestowed entire- 
| lyon account of our connection with the Library. 
| »We hope the egotism will be pardoned if we 
"add, that many of these accidental introductions 
| have ripened into the warmest friendships. With 
© all we have good cause for self-gratulation— 
with the continuance of many we feel highly 
honoured. This is the bright and joyous side 
ere the picture. On the reverse, we have had 
| friendships thus formed suddenly nipped, and 
_ -abticipations of the most promising delight in 
‘a moment blighted—the dew of hope dispersed 
~ by the withering blast of the stern leveler. 
Reverting to the Library,—we trust, that, 
on the whole, we have succeeded tolerably in 
» pleasing. The evidence of this has been indeed 
| very flattering. We are sure that a mass of 
books has been furnished, which could not have 
~ ‘been had at the price by any other mode of 
_ publishing. The work has been issued with un- 
nttng punctuality. We have many kind friends 
» who have been as punctual in return. . These 
3 "s “we earnestly hope to retain. We feel ties of a 
_ deeper interest than those which are merely 
pecuniary, although we must confess that the 
ation price is the oil for the machinery, 
ne that in this quid pro quo world, the dollar 
isalmost “almighty.” It is at any rate abso- 
Sahay necessary. The general plan, as exhi- 
- bited during the seven years, will still be fol- 
- lowed. Only in place of the four pages given 


fe 
s 


much as for the large sheet, we will give a 
monthly sheet of sixteen pages,—paper of the 
same quality and size as the Library. We do 
not like changes; but there has been much dis- 
satisfaction expressed about this high postage 
—to avoid which, as already mentioned, the 
change is made. 





WORKS OF FICTION, 


As novels, romances, &c., are denominated, 
are judged very differently by different indivi- 
duals, according to their respective mental and, 
moral idiosyncracies. The purist in moral| 
creations will condemn any exhibition of cha-| 
racter partaking even of the minor vices, allow) 
nothing to be given to the public less magnifi-! 
cently excellent than a Grandison—and would) 
exclude totally every Tom Jones. Looking at 
such productions as pictures of real life, and 
the characters, in every thing perhaps but the 
name, faithfully depicted from absolute living 
patterns, a question may arise,—should the 
bright side of human nature only be shown? 
Must every publication be framed for the ex- 
press purpose of pointing a moral? That this 
may be one great purpose, we cheerfully grant, 
but to make it a sine qua non, we are afraid 
the world would have to forego much of the 
racy humour, pungent wit, and amusing scenes, 
which have been found so very attractive. The 
editor of the London Literary Gazette says,— 








“So long as human nature is human nature, 
and there is guilt as well as virtue, it may be 
as expedient to explore the lower and darker 
recesses of villany as to develope the stilted 
crimes of tragedy in high places. Nay, as the 
former immediately affect and come in contact 
with the vast majority of our fellow-creatures, 
it is the more expedient to put the ignorant 
many on their guard against the seductions of 
common vice and the invasions of bold brutality. 
The main point, therefore, comes, afier all, to 
be the treatment of the theme. Are we made 
to feel a deeper concern for the scoundrel and 
murderer than for the wronged and good !—is 
criminality made prosperous, and honour and 
honesty (alas! too often suffering in the real 
world,) held up to disregard and odium ?—is 
there no justice manifested in apportioning 
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consequence of evil deeds, and awarding conso- 
lation, if not happiness, to the virtuous? If 
such were the gist of any plot and narrative, 
however striking for the talent with which they 
were contrived and wrought, we should at once 
condemn the book, and Jament that an author 
capable of such things should have betrayed 
the cause, for the promotion of which Provi- 
dence had gifted him with superior intelligeace 
and endowments.” 


He is writing of Jack Shepherd, which, in- 
tensely written as it is, would not answer the 
tastes of many of our readers. General read- 
ers-are little aware of the fastidiousness of 
some, and the craving appetite for such food 
by ethers. And it is curious to see how much 
depends on the medium through which circum- 
stances are represented. Witness the disgust- 
ing and degrading scenes lately exhibited at the 
British court, where a lady, young, beautiful, 
and virtuous, was subjected to proceedings 
enough to make one’s veins burst with indigna- 
tion. Yet every particular was read in the 
public prints, commented on, and discussed, 
with none of that sheck to modesty that the 
same scenes in a novel would have caused. 








UNION BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


To this excellent institution we drew atten- 
tion a few numbers back, and but for the un- 
expected and mortifying disappointment in our 
publication, by causes which we have already 
explained, we should have taken notice sooner 
of the annual report, lately published. 

However we may differ from the poet in say- 
ing, or rather in thinking, 


“O woman! in our hours of ease 
. Uncertain, coy, and hard to please,” 


We most cordially agree with him in saying, 
“ When pain and sickness wring the brow, 
A ministering angel thou !” 

Women are the genuine ministers of benevo- 
lence. Patient, sympathising, gentle, kind, en- 
couraging, in their visits to the scenes of 
misery, poverty, and wretchedness, their sweet- 
ly tempered enquiries soothe the despairing 
groans of the virtuous poor—their mild expos- 
tulations influence with better feelings the guilty 
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and the hardened. They are the missionaries 
of love—of that genuine, unselfish love, that 
for others endureth all things, hopeth ail things 
—-that inspireth action from the simple motive 
of pure good, temporal and eternal, of the ob- 
jects. It is impossible to contemplate the visits 
of these noble beings, delicate and fragile in 
their physical powers, at all seasons, to the 
most revolting dens—setting at defiance sights 
and scenes the most disgusting, and not feel 
one’s heart glow with rapture. They look for 
no temporal reward—but there is a reward 
awaiting them, blessed and enduring, at the 
Source whence springs their inspiration. 

We make a few extracts from the report, 
and would urge a zealous co-operation by our 
citizens in extending the sources of benevolence. 


“The work of benevolence is arduous and 
difficult. ‘To discharge the duty aright, domes- 
tic comfort and convenience must frequently 
be sacrificed—the abodes of wretchedness and 
misery visited and explored—and the case of 
each wr te Pinney gs of society carefully in- 
vestigated. or is less exertion demanded 
of the moral sympathies of our nature. The 
heart glowing with pure philanthropy will be 
made to bleed afresh at every new recital of 
disappointment and adversity, and be wrung 


degradation inflicted by vice and immorality. 
Nor is this all. Even exertions such as these 
are but ill repaid. By some the succour afford- 
ed is deemed a matter of right, for which no 
obligation is incurred—the well-directed coun- 
sel is received with coldness and indifference, 
whilst base ingratitude frequently marks the 
after conduct of those who, in moments of 
affliction and distress, were the most importu- 
nate supplicants at the hand of charity. All 
this must be encountered, and the Board would 
shrink from the task of fulfilling the objects of 
this Association, were they not sustained by the 
valuable and efficient labours of the board of 
lady-visiters. To their exertions on this as on 
every other occasion, they are desirous of giv- 
ing the highest approbation, and of acknowledg- 
ing the important and useful assistance afforded 
by them individually and as a body. As upon 
them is devolved a prominent and laborious 
station in the operations of our Society, so the 
Board of Managers feel happy in according to 
them thus early in the detail of their proceed- 
ings for the past year, the commendation to 
which they are justly entitled.” 


“It should ever be borne in mind that this 
society secks to effect much of its good by 
moral means. It has ever protested against its 
being considered a mere alms-giving associa- 
tion. Its visiters have always made it a pro- 
minent point to reform, as well as to alleviate 
—to eradicate the evil, as well as to remove it 
for a season. One cheering fact is presented 
in their reports, by an enumeration of the num- 
ber who, by their exertions, have been placed 
at week-day and sunday schools. Education 
will ever be found a great preventive of pauper- 
ism. The mind well enlightened, or even but 
partially illuminated, is seldom content to re- 
main in a dependent condition—the effort will 
be made to rise and assume an elevated station. 
Instruction generally imparted will prevent in 
this country what may be termed hereditary 





pauperism,—a condition in which men have 
lived for successive generations in the same 


‘state of degradation, without a wish or desire 


to advance in the scale of civilisation. An an- 
tidote so powerful as this, will tend to diminish 
the throngs of drunkards who infest our popu- 
lation, luring them from the bottle by exhibit- 
ing sources of more refined gratification, and 
furnishing that rational enjoyment which the 
mind requires in moments of relaxation from 
toil and labour, and which, when wanting, will 
be supplied by mere animal indulgence. The 
strong holds of vice and immorality may be 
suecessfully attack:d with an instrumeut so pro- 
ductive of good as this. Let not then success 
be despaired of, whilst the ability to resist is 
still in our possession.” 

‘“‘ In an institution like the present, it is im- 
possible to exhibit a full detail of all that is 
done, for the obvious reason that there is much 
whick does not admit of appreciation. The 
number of visits paid and of garments distribut- 
ed may be correctly reported, but who can esti- 


|mate the value of the advice bestowed, the sym- 


pathy manifested, the sickness relieved, and the 


; thousand kindnesses performed by our excellent 


visiters, whose time and labour are so generously 
employed in promoting the welfare of the poor.” 
“ The report of the Ladies’ Branch, which 
gives in detail what is expressed in more gene- 
neral terms in that of the Board of Managers, 


stele aeiethdli- ot wai cebseiee aibchta’ th ‘contains the particulars of the following sum- 
: be er, RMaDETON OF te | mary :—Number of families under care during 


the year, 1,115; visits made, 12,257; sick per- 
sous, 883; garments of various kinds distribut- 
ed, many of which were procured from Dorcas 
and other societies, 2,312; wood delivered, 1,580 
quarters, 55 of which were sold at reduced prices; 
277 adults directed to various sources of employ- 
ment; 300 orders for soup given; 21 children 
placed at service, and 112 sent to school ; seve- 
ral hundred dollars deposited for fuel; and a 
considerable amount expended for shoes, gro- 
ceries, &c. &c. &e.” 


“It has always been a cherished object of 
the Society to furnish the poor with employ- 
ment, and thus enable them to support them. 
selves with the proceeds of their own labour. 
The relief afforded in this way is not liable to 
the same objections which are made against 
other modes, inasmuch as it fosters habits of 
industry and self-reliance, and is extended to 
those who are really deserving of assistance. 


a subject of regret that there should have been 
any diminution in this branch of the Society’s 
operations ; and the deficiency is the more un- 
fortunate, from its occurring at a period when 
many of those who usually obtained employ- 
ment elsewhere, were precluded, through the 
embarrassments of the times, from receiving 
their customary supply of work. Applications 
have been numerous, but the Society, not hav- 
ing the materiel out of which garments were to 
be made, has been obliged to send many away 
with their requests ungranted. During the 
year, 2,068 garments of various kinds have 
been made, for which, as stated in the report, 
there was paid the sum of $710. The experi- 
ment was begun in January, 1836, and since 
that time 14,768 garments have been manu- 
factured, at an expenditure of $4,520.” 

“The breast that feels for others’ woes, 


Shall find each selfish sorrew less; 
The breast that happiness bestows, 





Reflected happiness shall bless.” 












































THE BENEVOLENT MADMAN, 
From “ Curiosities of Legal Experience” 
BY A SOLICITOR. Ce 
(Continued.) g 
19th.—Glorious day. The Misses Way 
Slade and myself took a most delightful, 
by Kingsweston Hill, Blaize Castle and 
bury Cottages. At Mr. Wingrove’s prison.hg 
Slade and I got out, while the ladies cons; 
their drive, promising to call for us in anh 
Knocked at the door, and were told hy 
servant that Mr. Wingrove was too ill i 
seen, but that Mr. Clarke would take any me 
sage for him. Slade gave his card, and ¥ 
were ushered into the study, where the nepl 
was sitting before a desk, with a pile of bog 
around him. I remained purposely jg COR. 
order to get a notion of the sort of ania we 
had to deal with, and the result of my obser 
tions was by no means favourable. Mr, Jou 
Clarke was rather above the middle size, wij 
a large head, deep-set eyes and massive for 
head ; his face had the even healthy palengy 
of a well shaved Quaker, but from the watehfill 
cautious glance, that “spying all seemed naugl 
to spy,” the ready smile on the lips, while the 
was none in the eyes, and the rapid change, 
countenance, from deep gravity to open mir 
I suspected him to be a long-headed, scheming 
hollow-hearted man, with no small share @ 
unscrupulous ambition. To all Slade’s enquir 
he answered in a manner so plausible and af 





las my friend was evidently making no way 
| thought it time to introduce myself as a prof 
sional man, retained by Mr. Wingrove’s frien 


Being thus beneficial in its consequences, it iS | Mire. W. had ‘alréady said-as wach tim 


diously candid, that I was convinced he w 
acting a part for some purpose or other; 4 






































to satisfy them as to his alleged insanity. J 
this announcement his face underwent one of jt 
sudden changes; arid though he soon recovers 
his smooth and ready smile, yet there was 
guarded manner, a contraction of the eyelid 
and a slow, steady way of speaking, whi 
showed his consciousness of an enemy. & 
professed great surprise that Mr. W.’s friend 
could think such a step desirable, and inquire 
if Mrs. Wingrove had sanctioned it. I admitié 
that she was not aware of our intentions; am 
he took advantage of this avowal to declin 
entering upon the subject or giving any infor 
mation. 1 then demanded to know distine 
whether his uncle was under restraint in th 
house, on the plea of his being insane; and afl 
some hesitation, recollecting, probably, ti 


he allowed that it was so. He was then td 
that application would be made to Mrs. W.1 
an interview with her husband, and, in case 
refusal, that legal measures would be resort 
to. With this hint we left Mr. Clarke to 
ruminations, and walked towards Wesit 
until the carriage met us. Miss Walton W 
greatly disappointed at so lame and impotent 
result. She expected something on the thom 
and lightning principle ; said we should ha 
forced our way into Mr. Wingrove’s roc 
spite of them, and have turned that abomin 
Jobn Clarke out of the house altogether. Hi 
Slade, with great want of tact, observed € 
Mr. Clarke appeared to be a fair and cand 
man, and that, so far at least, we knew ne his 
against him. ae 
“ Well,” exclaimed Miss Walton, in an ex 
perated tone, “I am surprised. I did not 
you would have sided with that John 
























































































you who owe so much to Mr. Wingrove, be 
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clergyman. I am sure, Mr. D., you 
F the man is 
#4 rascal, unquestionably, my dear madam, 
seat decided rascal ;” and the lady, appeased 
e shig cordial sympathy, threw herself back 
ha bounce and a “ Humph ! I should think 
“steed!” at the same time raising her left 
shrow and looking at Slade with an air of 
ae di The worthy parson, much an- 
} at Miss W.’s brusque and somewhat 
sje attack, endeavoured to explain his senti- 
sents; but he might have spared himself the 
‘uble. She was one of those persons with 
skom moderation is but another word for hos- 
‘lity or indifference. At the foot of the Downs 
rot out to pay a visit to Mrs. Wingrove, with 
4g strong injunction from Miss Walton, at part- 
Se sto let the woman know we were deter- 
ined to expose her.” 
~-Kino’s Parade is but a short distance from 
“Whe Downs, and I was soon at the house. | 
Sa up my card, with a message, to say I had 
0m called on particular busiuess, and, after a short 
Yelay, the lady made her appearance. She was 
‘a good-looking, personable woman, apparently 
: eight-and-twenty, placid and reserved in 
her manner, with fine dark eyes, and a good- 
“natured, sensible expression of countenance. As 
‘goon as she understood that I was a lawyer, 
employed by Slade (nominally) to investigate 
‘Mhe legality of her husband’s confinement, she 
Neemed very anxious and disturbed. I could 
h get a word from her, and it was quite 
‘eyident that she considered me a dangerous 
Hanimal, to be treated with the utmost caution. 
| “Mr. Wingrove’s state of mind was a most 
“unhappy circumstance ; she had taken no steps | 
Without the concurrence of her friends and his’ 
m nephew; if there was any thing wrong or 


en: 
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other. Slade and Miss L. Walton very com- 
panionable. As we came back through the 
village, Miss Walton took me into the house of 
a poor woman, who made great complaints of 
the hard work and hard fare she and her chil- 
dren endured ; she could not always get bread 
enough to eat, and a drop of milk was quite a 
luxury; as to meat, they never saw such a 
thing, &c. Three of her children were in the 
room, but their dirty appearance, and the 
mother’s whining voice, indisposed me to that 
pity which induced Miss Walton to promise a 
supply of bacon and a Sunday dinner. Unfor- 
tunately for them, just as we were leaving, a 
little Blenheim spaniel of Miss Louisa’s, by 
snuffing and pushing at a wooden bowl which 
lay in the corner, overset it, and disclosed the 
fresh-picked bones of a neck of mutton. Any 
thing like the abuse Miss Walton showered 
on the woman at this discovery, I never heard 
from a lady’s lips. I was in the act of laughing 
at the whole scene, when she suddenly appealed 
to me whether there was ever any thing so 
abominable. Luckily one of the children, a 
boy of twelve or thirteen, was just passing by 
me to the door, so I retrieved my character by 
lending him a box on the ear that sounded fear- 
ful, thus affording an undeniable proof of my 
zeal against the hypocritical family. [This 
story about the neck of mutton every visiter at 
Walton House is sure to hear, even at this day.] 

After dinner the whole party drove over to 
Henbury, and when Slade and myself got out 
at Mr. Wingrove’s place of confinement, I was 
greatly amused to see Mr. John Clarke, with 
his blandest smiie, go up to the carriage door 
and invite the ladies to rest and refresh them- 
selves. Miss Louisa declined the offer with 
cold politeness, but her sister looked at the 
man in utter amazement at his effrontery, and 





‘Boittentional. She could give no answer about 

Mgeeing Mr. W. until she consulted with her! 

wis friends; but if Mr. Clarke agreed to it, she, 
“had no objection,” &c. 
| I hinted the disagreeableness of a public 
Peoquiry, which must be resorted to if full infor- | 
mation were not given; but the mention of it; 
/ distressed her so much that I was annoyed 
‘with myself for making the suggestion, and 
"took my leave as soon as possible, feeling very 
‘much as if I had stolen a goose or picked a 
P pocket; it is such a bore to act the attorney 
towards a woman. 


‘imp oper in, what had been done, it was quite 
a 


desired the coachman to drive on ina tone that 
ought to have annihilated John Clarke at once. 
That gentleman, however, returned with great 
coolness, still preserving his cold stereotyped 
smile, and, after some little preparation, we 
were at length admitted to an interview with 
the supposed madman. 

Mr. Wingrove was a man about forty, with 
a pale, attenuated face, and long, sleek hair, 
something like the portraits of John Wesley. 
His forehead rose up in a peak, from which the 
head sloped backwards in a most curious way ; 
all his features were thin, fine-drawn, and spi- 





+ On my way back to Shirehampton, however, 
ty fit of gallantry wore off, and I felt per- 
F waded, from the eXtreme reluctance to let Mr. 
| Wingrove be seen, Clarke referring us to Mrs. 
_W., and she again to Clarke, the caution they 
} both observed, and the latter’s evident dread of 
“publicity, that somebody had done something 
> Wrong somewhere. This was too lukewarm a 
conclusion for Miss Walton; so I kept up her 
| expectations of what we were going to do by 
_ laysterious nods, screwing up the mouth, and 
| Vague intimations of strong measures in re- 
| Mrve—a species of silent eloquence which 
"every professional man fiuds eminently useful. 
_20th.—Sent a note this morning to Mr. 
‘Clarke, stating that Mrs. Wingrove had been 
| Sousulted, and left every thing to him, and that 
and myself would call in the evening to 
an interview with Mr. Wingrove. 

Walked about the gardens and up to Penpole 
) Foint, from which there is a beautiful view 
down the Bristol Channel, with the Welsh hills 
_ Sone side and the Somersetshire coast on the 


Ke 


ritual, corresponding excellently with his mea- 
ger but well-proportioned figure. Altogether 
he reminded me of Don Quixote, in his per- 
sonal appearance ; nor was the resemblance in 
other points less striking, for, likethe good knight 
of La Mancha, he evidently possessed a noble 
heart and high intellect, though some phantom 
of the brain might have led them both astray. 
His reception of Slade was very cordial, and for 
a time his manner was quite animated, as he 
questioned him on his present pursuits. ‘I had 
intended,” he remarked, “ to have provided you 
with a pulpit of your own, but it was not to be ;” 
aad again he relapsed into his usual passive 
mood of unnatural resignation. Perceiving that 
Slade felt a delicacy in referring to his situa- 
tion, he spoke of it himself, declaring that he 
was in his sound mind, and only confined there 
because worldly people could not understand 
the principles of a religious man. “ It was.a 
great trial,” he continued, “ when I found niy 
own wife had turned against me ; but it is a just 
judgment—a just judgment upon me for marry- 








ing a woman of the world. She thinks it right, 
and I forgive her thoroughly and entirely, yet 
pitying the blindness of heart that could think 
the relief of misery a mark of insanity.” 

Slade then tried him on the subject of charity, 
and he at once avowed his opinion that living 
within one’s income was a deadly sin; it was re- 
fusing to do good to others, in order to fortify a 
place for ourselves i:.accessible to poverty and 
suffering ; it was an attempt to get out of the _ 
jurisdiction of Providence, to render ourselves 
independent of Heaven for daily bread, &c. ; 
and so he went on with great fervour and elo- 
quence to show that making fortunes, or re- 
taining them when ready-made, was _ gross 
selfishness, guite incompatible with the wide 
benevolence Of a Christian. Slade argued the 
matter for some time, but with so little success 
that I thought the mad gentleman had the best 
of it; he supported his theory by very strong 
reasons, though of course it must be untrue, 
because impracticable in the present state of 
things. He then expressed his entire resigna- 
tion as to what had befallen him, said he should 
make no attempt to regain his liberty, and 
concluded by gratefully acknowledging the at- 
tachment of his nephew, who had given up 
every thing to come and live with him in his 
affliction. I fixed my eye steadily on Clarke 
while this was said, and observed that he 
winced considerably. 

After an hour’s conversation, we left Mr. W. 
in the same mood; but previously to leaving 
the house I asked the nephew for the sight of 
the authority under which his uncle was con- 
fined. ‘To my surprise, there was no order 
from any court or magistrate whatever; no- 
thing but a certificate of two physicians, that 
Mr. W. was insane, and ought to be taken 
care of. Iam sure that cannot be legal. 

Upon the whole, my impression is that Mr. 
Wingrove is not ‘mad, so as to justify depriving 
him of liberty, and that there is some plot 
against him, in which both the wife and the 
nephew are concerned, though what the mo- 
tive can be is beyond my fathoming. I must 
find out how the property was settled on his 
marriage. Mem. Who was the solicitor em- 
ployed? ; 

During the evening, MissWalton bored me not 
a little about the best method of prosecuting the 
neck-of-mutton woman and getting John Clarke 
transported. At length the rector dropped in, 
and was immediately assailed with a true and 
particular account of his parishioner’s hypo- 
critical imposture, under eover of which I slip- 
ped off to join Slade and Miss Louisa at the 
piano. 

21st.—Went into Bristol to see Mr. Win- 
grove’s former attorneys. The junior partner 
is fortunately a friend of the Waltons, and 
gave me some valuable hints under the rose. 
He says Mr. W.’s landed property is settled in 
such a way that Clarke, the nephew, will come 
in for it, provided his uncle has no children, 
and dors not go through a legal ceremony, 
called a recovery; so that Clarke’s interest in 
keep'ng up a separation, and treating Mr. W. 
as insane, is quite obvious. The estates, he 
says, are worth about 2,000/. a year, and there 
were also, two years ago, about 80,0007. in the 
funds. Mrs. Wingrove’s family are not rich, 
but have enough to maintain~a fair station in 
society, and are very respectable people. Be- 
lieves the settlement was small, owing to Mr. 
W.’s peculiar opinions, &c. So far I felt we 
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had gained ground ; but on mentioning that Mr. 
Wingrove was detained on no better authority 
than a certificate by two physicians, he 
startled me considerably by asserting that no- 
thing more was necessary, and on referring to 
the act of parliament, I found he was right. 
‘** Any two medical practitioners, each of them 
being a physician, surgeon or apothecary ;” and 
the sole protection for the person said to be 
insane, is that the keeper must send up to Lon- 
don every year a certificate of the patient’s 
state, to be seen only by the secretary of state 
or the iord chancellor. 

I told him the names of the medical men, 
and he recognised one of them as a physician 
in good practice, and the other as an apothecary 
much patronised by the former; so off I set to 
try what could be done with these arbitrary 
judges. 


(To be continued.) 





We publish the following proceedings with 
much pleasure. We hope to see a system of 
correct education established on a basis that all 
may be benefited by, and which will be within 
the reach of all. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION. 


For the Promotion of Popular Education in the 
United States. 


Agreeably to public notice, the delegates 
assembled at 10 o’clock on the 22d of Novem- 
ber, 1839, at the session room of the Second 
Presbyterian church, in Cherry street, a few 
doors above Third. 

Professor Griscom was called to the chair, 
and Z. C. Lee, Esq., appointed Secretary ; and 
a committee of one from each delegation was 
appointed to prepare business and nominate ofli- 
cers. 

On motion, resolved, That all friends of 
education, who may attend the deliberations of 
this convention, be requested to act as mem- 
bers. 

In pursuance of the above invitation, the 
names of the following gentlemen were an- 
nounced, and admitted to seats as members: 

George M. Justice, Thomas Earle, Charles 
C. Burleigh, and E. C. Wines, of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Ballenger, of New Jersey. 

Hon. Jonathan Taylor, of Ohio. 

The convention then adjourned until four 
o'clock, P. M. 

Friday Afternoon. 

The convention was called to order, and the 
committee reported the following officers: 

President—Professor Griscom. 

Vice Presidents—Hon. William C. Johnson, 
Maryland ; Joseph R. Chandler, Philadelphia ; 
Hon. William Hall, Delaware; and Samuel 
Webb, Philadelphia. 

Secretary—Zaccheus C. Lee, Baltimore. 

Assistant Secretary—Rev. George Junkin, 
President of Layfayette College, Easton, Penn- 
sylvania. 


The convention having ratified the report, 


with regard to officers, the committee then sub- 


mitted the preliminary resolutions as the order 
of business, which being adopted, resolutions 
were submitted by the Hon. William C. John- 
son, chairman of the committee, and after some 
debate and amendments, in which the Hon. Mr. 
Stanley, Rev. Mr. Johnson, Rev. Mr. Junkin, 
Dr. Geiteau, Mr. Chandler, Mr. King, Mr, 


Dr. Collins, Hon. J. P. Kennedy, Dr. Bache, 
Mr. Webb, and others, participated, were 
adopted, in the following form: 

Whereas, the cause of popular education is 
one which should command the energy and zeal 
of every lover of his country, and which calls 
for the united action of the citizens of this re- 
public ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the National Convention of 
the friends of education, now in session at Phi- 
ladelphia, desire that an earnest appeal be made 
in their behalf, to the people of the United 
States, in relation to this interesting cause, 
embodying the precepts contained in the fare- 
well address of the immortal Washington, and 
the spirit of his compatriots of the revolution. 
Resolved, That a memoria! from this con- 
vention to the Congress of the United States, 
be prepared, asking an early appropriation of 
the Smithsonian legacy to the purposes of edu- 
cation, for which it was designed by the gene- 
rous philanthropist, whose name it bears. 
Resolved, ‘That a memorial be prepared from 
the convention to the Congress of the United 
States, and urging upon that body the propriety 
of appropriating all, or a part, of the proceeds 
of the sales of public lands for the purposes of 
education. 
Resolved, That a memorial be presented on 
behalf of this convention, to the Jegislatures of 
the several states of the Union, urging the 
establishment of a system of general education, 
whereby free and common schools may be made 
acceasible to all, and that knowledge secured to 
the people which is the bulwark of social and 
political happiness and freedom. 
And whereas, it is most important to rally 
the friends of edueation throughout our widely 
extended country, therefore be it further 
Resulved, That the governors of the several 
states be requested by this convention, to di- 
rect in their messages, the attention of the le- 
gislatures to the state of popular education in 
their respective states, and also, that they offi- 
cially promote immediate enquiry how the same 
can be improved. 
Resolved, That the National Convention now 
in session in Philadelphia, recommend to the 
friends of education in the several states of the 
Union, the holding of State Conventions, or the 
formation of State Education Societies, for the 
promotion of the cause of education, by such 
means as may seem to them most suitable. 


Resolved, That a General Convention of the 
friends of education, to consist of delegates 
from State Conventions, Lyceums, public bodies 
connected with institutions for education, or 


the friends of the cause, be held in the city 
of Washington on the first Wednesday of May 
next. 

Resolved, That the officers of this conven- 
tion, together with a special committee of nine 


city of Washington in May next. 
esolved, 


Lee, Mr. Gilman, Mr. Gurley, Mr. Snodgrass, correspond with the committee of the a 
Mr. M‘Laughlin, Mr. Wharton, Mr. Barclay, |Convention. “a 


from regularly constituted public meetings of|fessor Enoch C. Wines, Professor John) 


members, to be appointed by the officers, be re-| Ballenger. 
quested to make all necessary arrangements for 
securing the attendance of delegates for the|of the convention in making all neces 
various sections of the United States at the|rangements for the General National @@ 
General National Convention, to be held at the|tion to be held at the city of Washi 


hat this convention recommend 
to the several State Conventions to appoint|Professor James Bryan, William Bidd 
delegates to the National Convention to be held|O. H. Costill, Dr. vows H. Burgin, G 













































Resolved, That a committee of five mu 
of this convention be appointed, to prepa 
of the memorials referred to in the pres 
resolutions. Bs. 
Mr. Lee then offered the following a 
tion : : 
Resolved, That the ladies of our ou 
whose charitable and benevolent efforng: 
been so untiring and beneficial, be most pam 
fully requested to form, among 
societies for the promotion of this a 
and thus secure the blessings of kne 
virtue to most of the destitute of the 
race. “4 
Mr. Charles Gilman, of Baltimore, offers, 
following, which were unanimously adopt 
Resolved, That the thanks of this conve 
be presented to the city authorities of Ph 
phia, for the interest manifested in the 
of the convention, and to the citizens whe 
manifested courtesy to the members in aij 
ance. 7 
Resolved, That editors of papers be req 
to publish the proceedings of this conventig 
Reso!ved, ‘That the thanks of this ec 
be, and they are hereby presented to the of 
thereof, for their services in aiding the, 
objects upon which we have assembled, — 
On motion of Dr. Bache, of Philadelphin 
convention, at 8 o’clock, P. M., adjourn 
ie. J. Griscom, Presid 
William Cost Johnson, Joseph R. Cha 
William Hall, and Samuel Webb, Vice 
dents. a 
Zaccheus Collins Lee, Secretary. 
George Junkin, Assistant Secretary, ~ 
In obedience to the duty assignea to thé 
the convention, the president and viee pm 
dents appointed the following committeessam 
To prepare a memorial to Congress, ttm 4: 
the appropriation of all, or a part, of the 
ceeds of the sales of public lands, for th 
poses of education: , 
John P. Kennedy, Charles Gilman, Ret 
Geiteau, Rev. E. W. Gilbert, George: 
len, jr- a 
To prepare a memorial to Congress, a 
an early appropriation of the Smithsoniaa! 
cy to the purposes of education: e 
Joseph R. Chandler, James J. Bat 
George M. Warton, William Wharton 
M. Justice. a 
To prepare a memorial to the legislat 
the several states of the Union, urging th 
tablishment of a system of general educ 
whereby free and common schools m 
made accessible to all : = 
‘Dr. A. Dallas Bache, Rev. Dr. Junk 
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com, William S. Perot. 3 
To prepare an appeal to the peof 
United States in relation to general ed 

Zaccheus C. Lee, Esq., Rev. R. R. 6 
Charles C. Burleigh, Morgan L. Lews 


rnd hed a ey. 
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Special committee to unite with the ) 
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the first Wednesday of May next: 
Judge Hall, Thomas Earle, E. W. @ 








in Washington, and a standing committee to|Gilpin, John Weigand, 
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